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MAWQCP

 MAWQCP offers producers:

- Recognition

- Financial/Technical assistance

- Regulatory certainty

- Branding/Marketing opportunity

- Check-up/Validation for growers

 Whole-farm planning for water quality; risk assessment of 
every parcel, every crop; boots-on-the-ground conservation

 Pairs producers with professionals to develop site-specific
solutions for risks to water quality



MAWQCP

 Fundamental partnership.

 10 year term of certification; amendable for land moving in 

or out of farming operation; and re-certification as desired.

 By law, all data is strictly private.

 ‘Certainty’ provided by contract with State of Minnesota:

“Certified farms are deemed to be in compliance with any new 
State water quality rules or laws and considered to be meeting 
their contributions to any targeted reductions of pollutants 
during the period of their certification.” Created with MOU signed by Governor Mark Dayton, USDA 

Secretary Tom Vilsack, and EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson.



Certification Process

 Baseline risk assessment of every 
field/parcel and every crop, including 
physical site inspection.

 Physical field properties
 Nutrient management
 Tillage management
 Pest management
 Irrigation management
 Drainage management
 Conservation practices



 With all risks mitigated, the treatments 
and management commitments are 
recorded for certification eligibility.

Certification Process



e.g. treatments.

Certification Process



 Contract between the State of Minnesota 
and certified  producer

 Agreement term of 10 years

 Outlines obligations of producer and 
responsibilities of the State

 Defines certainty and grants it to producer

 Field assessment records attached as 
appendix to contract

Certification Process



Contract Details

“All parties agree that the Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality 
Certification Program is in the public interest as it enhances the water 
quality of Minnesota’s rivers, lakes, streams, wetlands and 
groundwater, as well as promotes and accelerates stewardship by 
Minnesota’s farmers.” – from MAWQCP Certification Agreement (contract) preamble



Contract Details

Key provisions include:

 Inability to preform
 Producer certainty
 Violations
 Amendments
 Data



Structure

Fiscal Agents manage service areas:

 Area Certification Specialist (ACS) full-time 
lead staff coordinating certification services 
for each Area

 MDA staffed, area-designated Intermittent 
Certification Specialists; part-time/on-call 
position for certification support 

 A pool for reimbursement of SWCDs for staff 
delivery of certification services



Status

Status as of November 6, 2017
(18 months of statewide operations)

480 certified farms totaling
280,191 certified acres implementing
866 New Practices that have yielded:

• 46.68 million pounds of soil saved per year,
• 21.01 million pounds sediment reduced per year,
• 12,231 pounds of phosphorus prevented from entering our waters per year,
• and reduced nitrogen loss by as much as 49 percent.

Processing approximately 390 current applications (totals provided quarterly)



Agency Partners

 BWSR: MAWQCP certification is 
‘approved alternative practice’ 
for buffer law

 PCA: key strategy Nutrient 
Reduction Strategy; Permits & 
review priority

 DNR: ag land leases met 
MAWQCP standard, resulted in 
whole farm certifications.

 USDA-NRCS: Technical & 
financial assistance - RCPP



Private Partners

Providing 12-packs to certified 
farms, reportedly because good 
beer needs good water

Ag retailer and 
consultant participation

MAWQCP certified 
production offset for all 
feed for Just BARE brand 

products

Precedent setting partnership agreement 
with Land O’ Lakes, Inc. 

http://www.centrol.com/default.aspx
http://www.centrol.com/default.aspx


Unique Conservation

Conservation challenges:
 Undertaken only if, and only so long as, paid to do so.
 Single practices/prescriptions only where amenable.
 Much/Majority of cropland is rented, neither landlord nor renter may 

want major commitment/investment.

MAWQCP:
 10 years of self-determined practice and management commitments 

apart from or beyond cost-share contracts.
 All parcels, every crop, entire inter-related farm system, addresses 

water quality resource concern.
 See 2) above, plus landlords in effect have professionally prepared 

‘conservation leases’ for all their land.



Unique Integration

 Landlord certification achieves professionally prepared and packaged 
conservation leases.

 Advantage of MAWQCP risk mitigation is to address the environmental attribute
-- not the type of production (e.g. conventional, organic, non-gmo, grass-fed, etc) 
-- enables a common standard across all systems.

 A market-valued attribute can in turn create value for providing the mitigation 
services to establish the attribute.

 A comprehensive structure for water quality credit or ecosystem services 
trading/payment mechanisms (baseline, additionality, threshold).
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Thank you!

Matthew Wohlman

Matthew.Wohlman@state.mn.us

651-201-6551
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