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C. TEAMS 

   

Rule 3.1  School and Student Eligibility 

The competition is open to students currently enrolled in grades seven through twelve in all Minnesota  

(and with the approval of the Mock Trial Director, a non-Minnesota) schools. Program information and 

registration forms are mailed to appropriate school personnel at the beginning of the school year. 

In circumstances in which a student’s school does not participate in the Mock trial Program, the Mock 

Trial Director may authorize the student desiring to participate to:  

(i) Participate on a differet school’s team; 

(ii) Participate on a team established by more than one school; or 

(iii) Participate on a team formed by a non-school organization (e.g. YMCA).   

In approving such participation, it shall be for the purpose of increasing participation in the Mock Trial 

Program and not for competitive advantage. 

To participate in the competition schools must return a completed entry form and registration fee for 

each team entered. Registration fees will not be refunded after October 298, 20212.  Registration 

forms and fees received after October 298, 20212 will not be guaranteed trials in the competition. 

A school may enter up to four teams in the competition.  This limitation does not prevent a school from 

entering more than four teams in an invitational, scrimmage, or other event. 

For schools with more students interested in participating than can be accommodated on the number 

of mock trial teams for which the school is eligible, there are various options: 

a. Hold tryouts for the mock trial team(s) and have the teacher coach (the attorney coach may 

also want to participate) select team members. 

b. Hold intraschool rounds to determine which students will represent the school in regional and 

state competition. 

c. Create “practice teams” comprised of less experienced members and allow only upper-class 

students to be on the school’s “official” teams. 

Schools must follow the MSBA procedures for confirming their trial schedules or be disqualified from 

entering the competition the following year. 

   

Rule 4.5 Trial Sequence and Time Limits  

The trial sequence and time limits are as follows: 

1. Opening Statement (5 minutes per side) 

2. Direct and Redirect (optional) Examination (25 minutes per side)   

3. Cross and Re-cross (optional) Examination (18 minutes per side) 

4. Preparation for closing argument (2 minutes) 
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5. Closing Argument and Rebuttal (7 minutes per side) (up to three minutes of time not used 

by the prosecution/plaintiff attorney will automatically be reserved for rebuttal; however, 

a rebuttal is not required). 

6. Team Conference (2 minutes) 

The Prosecution/Plaintiff gives the opening statement and the closing argument first.  

The Plaintiff’s Opening Statement must be given at the beginning of the trial.  The Defense may choose 

to postpone its Opening Statement until after the conclusion of the Plaintiff’s case-in-chief. 

Attorneys are not required to use the entire time allotted to each part of the trial.  Time remaining in 

one part of the trial may not be transferred to another part of the trial. 

If no time remains for a cross examination of a witness and the Court does not elect under Rule 4.7 to 

grant an extension of time for cross examination of the witness, no points shall be awarded to the 

attorney assigned to cross examine the witness and the witness who is not cross examined shall be 

awarded the same points as given for their direct examination. 

 

Rule 4.6 Timekeeping  

Time limits are mandatory and will be enforced.  Each team is required to have its own timekeeper and 

timekeeping aids. At a minimum, Timekeepers may use: 7:00; 6:00; 5:00; 4:00; 3:00; 2:00; 1:00; :45; 

:30; :15; STOP as the increments for their timecards, but may use additional cards in full minute 

increments larger than 7:00.  Teams are not permitted to use the cards to signal time remaining other 

than the aggregate time remaining for the team’s direct or cross examinations, opening statement and 

closing argument (thus, a team may not use the cards to show time remaining for time the team has 

allocated to a particular segment of the trial).   

Unless prohibited by the rules of the venue, electronic devices (including cellphones) may be used for 

timekeeping. 

Time for objections, extensive questioning from the judge, or administering the oath will not be counted 

as part of the allotted time during examination of witnesses and opening and closing statements. 

Time does not stop for introduction of exhibits. If at any point during the trial time expires any 

timekeeper should say “stop” aloud for the court and parties to hear at the point of time expiration.  

Failure of a timekeeper to say “stop” aloud for the court and parties to hear will be considered a waiver 

of the time violation. 

Every effort should be made to respect the time limits.  Judges will be asked to use their scores to 

reflect a team's ability to adhere to the time guidelines.  Perceived time violations are an issue which 

generates much controversy every year during the Mock Trial Competition.  Due to the nature of the 

event and in the interest of keeping the competition good-spirited, teams are urged to adhere to the time 

limits indicated and to give their opponents the benefit of the doubt if minor infractions occur.   

Timekeepers are encouraged to confer following completion of the examination of each witness as to 

the direct and cross examination time remaining.Upon completion of the examination of the first two 

witnesses for the Prosecution/Plaintiff and the Defense, the Presiding Judge shall request the 

timekeepers to indicate the time remaining for the direct and cross examination.  The Presiding Judge 

will establish the time remaining if there is a discrepancy in the times indicated by the two timekeepers. 
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Rule 4.24 The Critique and Decisions 

In the first four sub-regional rounds, Tthe judging panel is allowed 10 minutes for debriefinga critique 

of the performances by the teams.  The timekeeper will monitor the critique following the trial.  

Presiding judges are to limit critique sessions to a combined total of ten minutes.  In the regional 

championship round, the judging panel will announce the team advancing to the state tournament and 

then offer, if the teams desire, a critique.  No critique will be provided following rounds in the state 

tournament. 

Judging shall be based on the quality of the teams’ performances, i.e., the nature/success of the team’s 

strategy, the students’ level of preparedness, the individual student performances, etc..  Judging shall 

not be based on the merits of the case.  The total points awarded to each team by each judge will be 

added together; the team with the higher point total will be considered the winning team.  The team 

that wins on its performance is considered the winner of the trial for mock trial purposes. 

   

   

Rule 4.26 Reference to Witness Gender and Physical Traits 

 

A witness is prohibited from making reference to the witness’s own physical traits or gender, or 

reference to the other witnesses’ physical traits or gender, where such information is not included in 

any witness statement. (For example, a witness cannot call attention to size to show inability to 

complete some physical act included in the case materials or state that the witness was treated 

differently because of the witness’s gender.) An attorney is likewise prohibited from making argument 

pointing out physical traits of a witness not otherwise included in the case materials. Such references 

are unfair extrapolations. Teams are not prohibited, however, from raising issues about general or 

common human traits and abilities relevant to the case. 

The team member playing the witness is allowed to act as though the team member has any condition, 

deformity, or disability described in the affidavits. Under no circumstances is the opposing team 

permitted to question the existence of such conditions based on the fact that the team member playing 

the witness does not actually have them. While the opposing team may cross examine the witness on 

the extent of the condition based on information provided in the affidavits, the opposing team may not 

challenge the witness to prove the existence of the condition by asking the team member to show the 

condition to the jury. 

 

Rule 5.5A – Sub-Regional Competition   

2. Subregional Trials.  All teams shall compete in four sub-regional trials (Rounds 1, 2, 3, & 4). The 

MSBA will make every effort to avoid byes so that each team argues both sides of the case twice in 

the sub-regionals. The MSBA shall set the trial schedule and determine which teams compete against 

each other and the sides of the case assigned.  The fact that a team has competed against another team 

will not preclude the same two teams from facing each other in competition and teams from the same 

school may compete against each other.  

(a) The schedule for the first two rounds will be established and announced prior to the 

commencement of the sub-regionals.   

(b) The final two rounds will be established and announced after the completion of the first two 

rounds.   
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(c) The pairings for the third round will involve use of procedures similar to those used in the 

power-matching after two rounds in the State Tournament under Rule 5C(5).  As the paired 

teams will (subject to a team having had a win by bye or forfeit) have competed on bith sides 

of the case, the assignment of sides will be done by coin flip under Rule 5.5D. 

(d) Pairings for the fourth round for will involve pairings of teams that had no wins in the first two 

rounds being paired with each other.  The pairings for the fourth round for the remaining teams 

will be based on the results after the first two rounds with the highest ranked 2/0 team facing 

the lowest ranked 1/1 team. 

i. Power-matching of 2/0 teams with 1/1 teams with the highest ranked 2/0 team assigned to 

face the lowest rank 1/1 team; 

ii. 1/1 teams not paired to face a 2/0 team will be power-matched against each other; 

iii. The teams are to be assigned to perform the side they did not perform in the third round; 

however, if the pairings do not permit both teams to switch sides, the MSBA may take 

the lower seeded team and exchange it with the next lower seeded team able to perform 

the side without repeating the side it was on in the third round and, in the event, such an 

exchange is not possible, the coin flip under Rule 5.5D will be used to determine which 

team repeats a side for the third time; and 

iv. 0/2 teams will again face other 0/2 teams with the focus on the team’s switching sides 

rather than any power-matching. 

(b)   

(c)(e) If there is an odd number of teams sharing the same record, the Mock Trial Director shall 

have the authority to relegate promote up or regulatef down the highest or lowest ranked team 

(based on scoresheets won and cumulative point differentials) to effect the pairings for the final 

two rounds such that any bye will occur among 2/0 teams.  Further, the Mock Trial Director 

may pair 0/2 teams after the first two rounds to face another 0/2 team from a different region. 

 

Rule 5.5B –  Regional Championship   

After completion of the sub-regional competition, teams will be ranked based first upon win-loss 

record; second on scoresheets won; third based upon the cumulative point differential scores; fourth 

based upon cumulative points earned.  [Note:  A team’s point differential score is the total point spread 

between that team’s score and its opponent’s score in a given trial.  For example, if team A scores 95 

points in a trial and its opponent, team B, scores 92 points, then team A will have an adjusted score of 

plus 3 and team B will have an adjusted score of minus 3.] 

(a)  For a non-super region, the teams ranked first and second after the sub-regionals will compete 

in a regional championship round. If two teams have the same record, the Mock Trial Director 

shall flip a coin and if it is heads, the team earlier in the alphabet will be in the regional 

championship round. 

(b) For teams in a super region, the teams will be paired to compete in a regional championship 

round with the number of teams to compete in each super region being twice the number of 

regional champions allocated under Rule 5.5A(1).  Only the top two ranked teams from a single 

school will be considered for purposes of pairings for regional championships and to the extent 
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two teams from the same school are ranked to compete in a regional championship, they shall 

be assigned to face each other.  Other regional championship pairings will be power matched.  

(c)  Sides for regional championships will be assigned in advance by a coin flip by an MSBA 

representative as provided in Rule 5.5D; however, teams with a 3-1 record will be assigned the 

side on which they lost in sub-regional rounds unless this would result in the same pairing/sides 

as a trial in a sub-regional round in which case the teams will switch sides (so, if it was Liberty 

Blue v. City Green in Round 2, and power-matching would result in the exact same pairing in 

regional championship, the teams would switch sides).   

(c)(d) If, prior to the regional championship round, an otherwise qualifying team is aware it will 

not be able to represent its region at the state tournament, it shall inform the Mock trial Director 

of the scheduling conflict so that the next highest seeded team may compete for the privilege 

of participation in the state tournament. 

 

Rule 5.5C –  State Tournament 

1.  Participation in State Tournament and Format.  Each regional champion is eligible to attend the state 

tournament.  If a regional champion decides it does not want to attend the state tournament, the team 

which won its regional championship round is unable to attend the state tournament, the regional 

champion will be deemed to be the team defeated in the regional championship and if such team is 

unable to attend the state tournament, the next highest ranked team from the region will be the regional 

champion (for a Super Region, that will be based on the teams not already a regional champion).  .the 

second-place team will be eligible to compete. The state tournament format differs from that of the 

regional competition.  There will be no selection by teams of the outstanding attorney and outstanding 

witness performance by members of the other team under Rule 4.23.1 and there will be no critique 

from the judging panel under Rule 4.24.   

All teams at the state tournament will participate in at least three rounds of trials and will present each 

side of the case at least once.  After each round of competition a designee of the Mock Trial Advisory 

Committee will review the power-matching results and ensure that the trial pairings are correct.  The 

power-matching system is subject to human error.  The final results of power-matching cannot be 

appealed.  The Mock Trial Advisory Committee has final authority to interpret these rules.  

   

Rule 5.8  Effect of Bye Round   

A team that prevails by forfeit or receives a bye will be awarded a win and be credited with being 

deemed recipient of higher score on two scoresheets along with a cumulative point differential and 

cumulative points that equal the average (mean) cumulative point differential and average (mean) 

cumulative points of all regional rounds for the prior school year.  A team that prevails by forfeit over 

another team from the same school will receive a cumulative point differential of zero and cumulative 

points of zero.  [Note:  for 20221-223, the cumulative point differential is 185 and the cumulative points 

are 2027.]  
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