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him or her on the bench.

If the judge loses,.thenthe selection pro-
cess would re-start, with the governor ap-
pointing a newjudge.

. wants to keep his or her
far from the existing casejob

Jaw under t
A Judie nnance Commission

would also be formed, and would conduct
performance evaluations midway through
a judge's term and also in the year that
the judge is up for a retention vote. These
evaluations would be made public to help
educate voters.

Since retention elections are only a ref-
erenda on a judge's performance, not a
political contest between two candidates,
most judges would have little need to solicit
huge campaign contributions.

Once the Legislature approves the pro-
posed constitutional amendment, it would
go to the voters in November. Given what
is at stake increasing politicizing of the
judiciary - passage is critical. Minnesota
has thus far avoided much of the legislat-
ing from the bench that has affiicted other
states, and the vast majority of its judges
run their courtrooms based on the facts
and the law.

Let's keep it that way. Retention elec-
will allowjudges to maintain their in-
dence but still hold them accountable

heir actions.
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hile Minnesota has had few problems

under this system, the judicial climate is
rapidly changing, and that's why the judi-
cial appointment system needs to change.

An ideal judicial system must balance
judicial ind with accou ity.
The pr would move nne-
sota in Recent developments
are polit urts, drawing in par-
tisans to cial candidates who
suppo VIews.

Ho r, mo what judges do has
little to do with the current political battles.
They spend much of their time oninatters
like traffic and criminal cases, divorces,
probate, etc.

Raising the flag of concern are develop-
ments such as these:

• In 2002, the u.s. Supreme Court ruled
5-4 that a reventing judi-
cial c issues
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