CHARGE OF THE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

(Adopted by the Assembly as part of the
MSBA legislative policy on 9/9/11)

The MSBA President shall appoint a Legislative Committee
including a chairperson and no more than 40 members in a
manner consistent with MSBA Bylaws Section 4.11. The
responsibilities of the Legislative Committee shall
include:

® Coordinate the legislative activities of the sections
and committees. Sections and committees retain their
authority as defined in the Bylaws to take positions
in the name of the section or committee. However, in
addition to reporting to the MSBA president, the
section or committee must also give the chair of the
Legislative Committee of the Assembly notice of
legislative positions they are taking.

The Legislative Committee will facilitate
communication among sections and committees regarding
legislative positions. Whenever there is a conflict
between positions of sections or committees, the
Legislative Committee is responsible for addressing
the conflict. Conflicting positions should not go
forward to the Legislature; rather the Legislative
Committee should work to resolve the conflict. The
Legislative Committee may prevent conflicting
positions from going to the Legislature by placing the
matter on the agenda of the Assembly or Council.

® Provide advice to the Assembly and to the
Council. The Legislative Committee shall review all
matters related to legislation, whether such proposed
legislation will be in the name of the MSBA or in the
name of the section or committee, before they are
considered by the Assembly. The Legislative Committee
may develop a form for submission of recommendations
to the Assembly and mandate the use of the form. The
Legislative Committee shall give the Assembly an
estimate of the amount of resources (in financial
terms and/or personnel time) each legislative
recommendation will require. The Legislative
Committee shall also provide advice on legislative



policy to the Council.

The Legislative Committee is not authorized to take a
legislative position in its own name or in the name of
the MSBA. The Legislative Committee must submit its
recommended positions to the Assembly or Council.

Develop grassroots activity. The Legislative
Committee is responsible for developing and
maintaining a grassroots legislative contact network
including a system of encouraging member involvement
in legislative campaigns.

Oversee member communications. The Legislative
Committee is responsible for overseeing the general
communication of legislative information to members.



