Legislative Proposal/Bill Summary

Minnesota State Bar Association

Legislative Committee

Bar Year 2010-2011
1. Identification.


__________________________________________


Name of MSBA Section/Committee or Group


___________________________________________

Contact Person (name and phone number)
2. Statement of the Issue

Please describe the issue to be addressed by the legislative initiative you advocate, how the issue arose, and attach a draft of the bill or proposed language if a draft is developed at this time.
3. Urgency of the Issue

Please describe why this legislative initiative needs to be enacted in the 2011 legislative session.  Will there be adverse consequences if this legislative initiative is not advanced or enacted until a later legislative session?  If so, please describe those consequences.

4. Proponents/opponents.

Please describe who your allies will be in supporting this legislative initiative and explain briefly why you anticipate their support.  In addition, provide the following information:

i. What MSBA sections have reviewed this legislative proposal and taken a position in support of the proposal?

ii. What MSBA sections have reviewed this legislative proposal and oppose or object to the proposal or any portion of it?

iii. What MSBA sections have not responded to your request that they review this legislative proposal?  

iv. Are there other associations, groups, or organizations of Minnesota lawyers who have an interest in the proposal?  If so, have you contacted them?  What was their response to this proposal?

v. Are there other allies you anticipate and asked for them to take a formal position in support of this legislative initiative?  If so, have these allies taken a formal position in support of this legislative initiative?
Please describe who your opponents will be in opposing this legislative initiative, identify whether they have taken a formal position in opposition to this legislative initiative, and explain briefly their position or anticipated position.  Have you contacted these opponents?  What steps have you taken or will you take to either gain their support or encourage them take a neutral position on this legislative initiative?
5. Uniform Law Commissioners.

Does this legislative initiative affect a uniform law?  If so, please describe your contacts with the Uniform Law Commissioners regarding this legislative initiative.  What formal position, if any, have the Uniform Law Commissioners taken on this legislative initiative?
6. State Agency.

Does this legislative initiative affect a State Agency law?  If so, please describe your contacts with the State Agency regarding this legislative initiative and the Agency’s formal position, if any, on this legislative initiative.

7. MSBA Mission.

Please describe why the Minnesota State Bar Association should support the legislative initiative.

8. Other Association Involvement.

Please list any other group or individual that has sponsored legislation comparable to this legislative initiative in the last four years.  Please explain whether that group or individual is currently sponsoring comparable legislation and, if not, why they are no longer sponsoring comparable legislation.  If any group or individual is sponsoring comparable legislation, please explain why the Minnesota State Bar Association is the best organization to sponsor this legislative initiative.
9. Estimate of Lobbying Resources.

Please describe the resources you reasonably anticipate will be needed to successfully advance this legislative initiative, including the following:

Estimated number of lobbyist hours: _____________  (Please note that the average section legislative initiative requires approximately 50 hours of lobbyist support from the Minnesota State Bar Association.  If your estimated number of lobbyist hours is fewer than 50, please describe in detail the reasons that you believe your legislative initiative will require fewer hours than the average legislative initiative).
Describe anticipated role of lobbyist that forms the basis of your time estimate above.

10. Activities of your section, committee or group to advance the legislative initiative.

Identify anticipated activities of your section, committee or group in support of this legislative initiative, including:

Identity (name, address, phone number) of persons willing and available to testify at legislative hearings.
Identity of persons to assist in drafting legislation.
Have you discussed legislative support for your initiative with any legislator(s)?  If so, identify the legislator(s) and briefly describe their position on the issue.
Dated: 

Signed:





(Title/position of person signing)
1

