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Improve and protect Minnesota’s 
water and soil resources by working in 
partnership with local organizations 
and private landowners.  

 



At –A Glance 

• 20 member board 
 Local governments (12) 
 Citizens (3) 
 State Agencies (5) 

• 103 staff in 9 offices 

• Statutorily linked to: 
 89  Soil and Water   
           Conservation Districts 
 46  Watershed Districts 
 87  Counties 
 19  Metro WMOs 



  Focus on Private Lands 



Local Delivery System 

SWCD WD/WMO County 

Create 

Boundary 

Plan Approval 

Funding 

Performance 
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Agency Strategies 

Federal 

State 

Local 



  Relevant Legislative Activity 

• One Watershed, One Plan 

• Wetland Conservation Act 

• Buffers and Soil Loss 

• Drainage 



  The Watershed Approach 



  The Watershed Approach 



  1W1P Legislative Summary 



Wetland Conservation Act Overview 

• No Net Loss 

Avoid, minimize, mitigate wetland 
impacts. 

• Coordinated implementation 

• BWSR oversight 

• Local governments implement 

• DNR Enforcement 

• Federal Agencies (COE, USDA) 



WCA Legislative Update 



WCA Legislative Summary 

• Promotion of watershed-based 
wetland mitigation 

• Improved targeting of wetland 
mitigation 

• Diversification and enhancement of 
mitigation mechanisms 



WCA Rulemaking 

BWSR Contact: 

Les Lemm,  
(651) 296-6057 

Les.Lemm@state.mn.us  

mailto:Les.Lemm@state.mn.us


  Buffer Legislative Update 



  Buffers - Voluntary 



  Buffers (or Alternative Practice) - Needed 



Riparian 
classification 

Linear 
miles 

% Total 
stream/ 
ditches 

Buffer 
required 
(feet) 

Shoreland 
Requirement 

21,642 30% 50.0 

Ditch Buffer 
Requirement 

4,022 6% 16.5 

No Buffer 
Requirement 

44,850 64% 0.0 

  Buffer Analysis Results 



• Expanding the scope of waters covered 

 

• Setting timelines for implementation 

 

• Providing for enforcement 

 

• Strengthening soil erosion statutes 

 

• Appropriating Funding 

 

Buffer Law – What’s New? 



A Statewide, basic standard approach: 

Maps DNR is creating buffer protection maps 

Waters Covered and Buffer 
Widths 

• Public waters – 50-foot average, 30-foot 
minimum  

• Public ditch systems - 16.5-foot minimum  
         ---- Or alternative practices ---- 
• Other waters determined by SWCDs 

Compliance • County or watershed district provides 
correction letters when noncompliance 
identified.  

• Local/state $500 administrative penalty  
• State program funds can be withheld for 

failure to implement  

  Minnesota’s Buffer Law 



A Statewide, basic standard approach: 

Timeline • Public waters – Nov 2017 
• Public ditch systems – Nov 2018 
• Extension if waiting for funding 

Exemptions • Roads, trails, building and 
structures 

• Inundated crops, alfalfa seeding 
• Enrolled in CRP  
• MS4 Areas covered by NPDES 

water-quality permits 

  Minnesota’s Buffer Law 



Buffer Protection Map 



Exemptions 

 

General exemptions to the 50 foot buffer 
requirement: 
• Land enrolled in federal Conservation Reserve 

Program (CRP)  
• Public & private water access & recreational use 

areas  

• Areas covered by a road, building or other structures  

• Municipalities or others in compliance with federal 
and state storm sewer or storm water law (MS4) 

 



2015 Buffer Law 

For more information:  
 
  

http://bwsr.state.mn.us/buffers/  

http://bwsr.state.mn.us/buffers/
http://bwsr.state.mn.us/buffers/


  Soil Loss – 2015 Legislative Update 



Drainage 

• Runoff based drainage 
assessments method 

• Multipurpose 
Drainage 
Management Program 



Legacy - Clean Water Fund 

• Projects and Practices 

• Accelerated Implementation 

• Community Partners 

• Soil Erosion and Drainage 
Law Compliance 

• Targeted Watershed 
Demonstration Program 

• One Watershed, One Plan 

http://www.bwsr.state.mn.us/cleanwaterfund/ 
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