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What & Where

• 50 foot average for public waters (30’ min)

– As Identified on the Public Waters Inventory 

(2016 amendment)

• 16.5 foot minimum for chapter 103E Public Drainage 
Systems

• Perennial Vegetation (Does not prescribe Native Veg)

• Provision for “Alternative Practices” to reduce buffer 
width
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Challenges
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Success?

Construction of the “6-pack” of Common Alternative Practices:
1. Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality 

Certification Program  
2. USDA-FOTG Practice Standards Filter Strip        (393/391) 
3. Grassed Waterway/Cultivated Watercourses 
4. Negative slopes or concentrated inflow - public ditches
5. Negative slopes or concentrated inflow – public waters
6. Conservation Tillage/Cover Crops with Vegetated Filter Strip 



“Other” Alternative Practices

U of MN/MN Corn Growers 
Decision Support Tool



Success?



Success?



Success



Election of Jurisdiction

72 Counties Elected.
70 submitted for preliminary reviews
56 adopted & are “with Jurisdiction” 
2 pending “with jurisdiction”

14 Watersheds Elected
7 submitted for preliminary reviews
1 pending “with jurisdiction”
2 looking into modified rule using 103E authorities



Buffer Compliance

Statewide, compliance 
numbers have now 
exceeded 98% for PWs.

Over 70% for Ditches



Thank YOU!


